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Curriculum Policy  

 

Curriculum Intent 

At Perton Primary Academy, our curriculum is designed to give children memorable 

learning experiences that enable a range of skills and knowledge that continually 

develops.  Our curriculum allows children to explore the breadth of the National 

Curriculum.  

We use ‘Cornerstones Curriculum’, which is delivered through six-weekly topics to 

engage and motivate children whilst following their natural curiosity. Cornerstones 

provides a coherent, progressive framework to ensure children are taught the 

relevant skills at the appropriate time.  

Through our curriculum, children have opportunities to work creatively, developing 

new and varied skills. Clear links are made between learning through cross-

curricular opportunities with Mathematics and English, ensuring our basic skills are 

consistently promoted and demonstrated.  

Children understand the purpose of their learning in relation to their topics and the 

wider world. There is a consistent balance of challenge and enjoyment within each 

topic. In terms of wellbeing, our aim is that our curriculum enables children 

opportunities to develop their own confidence and self-esteem to learn in a positive 

environment. We encourage children to be reflective and learn how to respect one 

another whilst providing opportunities for collaborative work to build friendships.  

Each topic begins with a ‘Memorable Learning Experience’, which is the ‘hook’ to 

engage and motivate the children in their new topic. Through their topic, children are 

given enriching and immersive opportunities to learn both in and outside of the 

classroom. Parental involvement is important to us and through sharing topics with 

information letters and inviting parents to curriculum events and workshops, 

opportunities are developed for collaborative learning.  

We firmly believe that these skills and knowledge will enhance children’s enjoyment 

of learning, establish strong and positive relationships with their peers, develop 

positive views of themselves and others and promote our PERTON Values of Proud, 

Enthusiastic, Respectful, Thoughtful, Open-minded and Nurturing.  
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PERTON Value How our curriculum supports this value: 
 

Proud  Providing opportunities for children to showcase their 
work to a given audience.  

 Allowing collaboration in small groups and buddies 
throughout their learning.  

 

Enthusiastic  Providing memorable learning experiences for the 
children during each topic for children to explore new 
situations.  

 Encourage children to be ‘hooked’ into learning at the 
start of each new topic.  

 

Respectful   Encouraging children to be reflective about their own 
learning and that of others. 

 Developing opportunities to develop mutual respect.  

 Celebrating each other’s successes regularly.  

 Sharing resources when learning.  

 Listening to each other’s views and opinions.  

  

Thoughtful  Allow individual lines of enquiry.  

 Develop understanding by asking probing questions.  

 Involving children in sharing views about their 
learning through use of pupil voice.  

 Provide opportunities for children to make choices 
and take ownership of their learning in their ‘Innovate 
Board’ challenges.  

 Providing a broad and balanced curriculum.  
 

Open-minded  Encouraging children to share their ideas and 
recognise misconceptions as a key learning point.  

 Develop self-confidence and self-esteem through a 
range of new topics.  

 Develop a range of skills over time that they have 
opportunities to apply independently.  

 

Nurturing  Providing opportunities to peer assess and support 
one another. 

 Allowing children to work in small groups, with 
buddies and independently at varying stages of 
learning.  
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 Perton Values 

 
P – Proud  I take pride in my work and appearance.  

I am proud of my own and other’s achievements.  
I am proud to be part of our school community. 
 

E – Enthusiastic I show enthusiasm when I am learning.  
I enjoy learning new things.   
I am positive even when I find something difficult.  
 

R – Respectful I am respectful towards adults and peers in class.  
I show consideration for others.  
I respect school property.  
I always use good manners.  
 

T – Thoughtful I take a thoughtful approach towards work.  
I enjoy finding out more about things.  

    
O – Open-minded I am accepting of other people’s differences.   

I am willing to consider new ideas.  
I can acknowledge my areas for development.  
 

N – Nurturing  I care about helping myself and others grow.   
I can show kindness towards others.  
I can look for opportunities to help my community.  
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Teaching of Writing  

Intent – What is the intent for our teaching of writing? 

At Perton Primary Academy, our writing curriculum endeavours to inspire children to 

have a love of, and a mastery in, the use of words, language and stories. We strive 

to enrich our children’s vocabulary in all areas through regular and visible exposure 

to words from across subject areas, ensuring a focus on understanding meanings. 

Through the use of quality texts, our children will be facilitated to write confidently in 

a range of genres in order to convey meaning across the wider school curriculum 

and beyond. We intend for all children at our school to know that every child is a 

writer and that they are ‘Proud’ of their work. The children are exposed to a range of 

high-quality texts which scaffold and inspire their writing and literary experiences.  

Implementation - How do we teach it? 

ENGAGE – We engage our children throughout the teaching of writing by adapting 

an immersive narrative approach using key texts within each year group. This is 

done at different points throughout our stories and can be seen through our use of 

the ‘Magic Story Box’ which transports the children into story world allowing 

themselves to be fully immersed in the narratives.  

DEVELOP – We develop the skills that children need to be successful writer by 

adapting The Wright Stuff approach. Teachers explicitly model the writing process at 

all stages which can be seen on our interactive whiteboards and working walls. We 

make use of the ‘FANTASTICS’, ‘GRAMMARISTICS’ and ‘BOOMTASTICS’ 

throughout the year to support the children’s understanding of sentences structure.  

INNOVATE –Through the development of the skills, the children can then innovate 

their own narrative and non-fictional writing thereby encouraging an increased 

independence and ownership of their writing using support from their teacher and 

their peers.  

EXPRESS – Throughout their journey as writers, we know it is imperative to provide 

all children the opportunity to write about experiences or stories that interest them 

and to share with us all they have learnt during their ‘develop’ and ‘innovate’ stages. 

This opportunity of independent writing is a celebration of all the children have 

achieved in the writing process.  

How do we provide feedback? 

At Perton Academy, we believe that effective feedback can be provided in a variety 

of ways. Our teachers use ‘in the moment’ feedback to address any misconceptions 

as they arise. This guides and supports the children in their work. This can be seen 

through the children’s use of purple pen to revise their work and make alterations or 
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improvements where necessary. Teachers readily adapt their planning and teaching 

to meet the needs of the children as they arise and teachers are to use ‘pink for 

think’ to guide pupils where they need to edit their own work and ‘green is good’ for 

celebrations of taught spelling, punctuation, grammar and great literary content.  

How do we assess it? 

Teachers assess the children’s writing in line with the age-related expectations of the 

2014 National Curriculum. Teachers use the Oxford Criterion for writing to support 

their judgement for each child’s independent writing at the end of each term. This is 

supported by ‘innovate’ writing where the children are given opportunity to share 

what they have been learning to support their writing. Teachers are further supported 

by opportunities for children to complete ‘cold writes’ throughout the year and 

Cornerstones assessments for SPaG in the Autumn, Spring and Summer terms.  

 

Handwriting 

Intent 

At Perton Primary Academy, we believe that neat, well-formed handwriting and 

presentation of written work helps to raise standards, as the pupils take pride in and 

have a sense of ownership of their work.  

Furthermore, throughout school, we aim to establish and maintain a high profile of 

handwriting and presentation skills by displaying and rewarding work that meets the 

standard as well as that which shows rapid improvement. 

Implementation 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

 Children are given daily opportunities to develop their small and large muscle 

movements including balancing, climbing, marching and moving to music. 

 Manipulative skills are encouraged such as using tools, cooking utensils and 

scissors. 

 Fine motor control and hand-eye coordination, through activities such as 

jigsaws, threading, cutting and manipulating ‘small world’ equipment. 

 Daily opportunities to mark make with a variety of writing implements and one-

handed tools. 

When children are showing a Readiness for Writing, children are then taught the 

correct letter formation, in line with the RWI phonics programme and are not yet 

taught the cursive style. Adults are continually modelling correct formation and pencil 

grip, ensuring children are practising handwriting under supervision, addressing 
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mistakes correctly. Children are given tripod pencils to ensure tripod grip is correct. 

In Reception, when children are consistently using the correct grip, ordinary writing 

pencils are then introduced. 

Key Stage 1 and 2 

 Children are taught to use the cursive style of handwriting to encourage 

fluency. This is a consistent approach from Year 1 to 4. 

 Cursive Style is evident and modelled correctly when writing in children’s 

books, on the whiteboard, on displays and when producing resources. 

 Children are taught the correct writing posture, ensuring the free hand is 

holding the paper/book and feet are firmly on the floor. 

 In year 4, when the children are writing freely and legibly, a pen can be 

introduced.  
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Teaching of Reading 

Intent – What is the intent for our teaching of reading?  

At Perton Primary Academy, we believe that reading is an essential life skill; it is 

integral to a child’s understanding and appreciation of the world around them; a 

platform that allows our children to see beyond what they know, share in cultural 

experiences and develop the vocabulary they need to effectively express 

themselves. We are committed to enabling our children to become lifelong readers. 

We recognise the importance of taking a consistent approach to the teaching of 

reading in order to close any gaps and to target the highest possible number of 

children attaining the expected standard or higher. At the heart of our strategy is our 

drive to foster a love of reading, enriching children’s learning through carefully 

designed teaching activities that utilise imaginative stories and thought provoking 

texts. Our curriculum is delivered through RWI synthetic phonics (see below for our 

phonics policy), a linked approach to VIPERS shared and guided reading, home 

reading, reading across the curriculum, regular opportunities for independent reading 

and hearing quality texts read aloud every day. All of these are essential 

components as they offer the range of opportunities needed to develop fluent, 

enthusiastic and critical readers. 

Implementation - How do we teach it? 

As outlined below, our implementation of reading for the children at Perton Academy 

starts with our SSP approach using RWI. From year 2 – 4 , our whole class and 

guided reading sessions balance the teaching of reading between word reading, 

wider decoding skills, grammar for reading, wider comprehension strategies and 

response to text in order to develop fluent readers who understand what they are 

reading. Pupils complete 4 VIPERS session per week where the children develop 

the skills needed for reading, Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, 

Retrieval and Sequence/Summarise. Teachers explicitly develop children's 

vocabulary and retrieval skills daily while also focusing on other skills through each 

block. We continue to expose children to a range of high-quality texts in addition to 

those that inspire writing to ensure the children have a wide range of genres, stories 

and poetry in their reading repertoire.  

How do we provide feedback? 

Throughout the week, teacher’s have opportunities to hear the children read aloud, 

engage in class based or group discussions around the text and support and model 

examples of a range of reading skills. Following these sessions, each week the 

children will answer questions about the text by applying the skills that they have 
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learnt. Teachers’ may provide feedback using ‘verbal feedback’ to support or move 

the learning on or make use of pink and green highlighters for instant feedback 

which allows the children an opportunity to take ownership over their corrections 

using purple pen. 

 

How do we assess it? 

Teachers’ use a range of assessment techniques to form a holistic assessment of 

children’s reading throughout the year. Children are assessed weekly on 

cornerstones following our VIPERS lesson where teachers can focus on the skill that 

has been taught and the children’s application of that skills. Teachers’ are also 

supported in their assessment of the children’s fluency and comprehension of what 

they read using the Salford Reading Assessments. Summative assessments using 

Cornerstones are also used to assess children's application of their reading skills of 

an unknown text.  
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Teaching of Phonics 

Intent – What is the intent for our teaching of phonics?  

At Perton Primary Academy, we strive to teach children to read effectively and 

quickly using the Read Write Inc. Phonics.  

In Read Write Inc. Phonics pupils will learn to:  

 Decode letter-sound correspondences quickly and effortlessly, using their 

phonic knowledge and skills  

 Learn to blend words together.  

 Read common exception words on sight 

 Read texts and words that are within their phonics capabilities as early as 

possible.  

 Understand what they read  

 Read aloud with fluency and expression  

 Spell quickly and easily by segmenting the sounds in words 

Teaching of Read Write Inc will: 

 Be pitched at the correct level for each child, ensuring every child is 

sufficiently challenged while able to make clear progress. 

 Excite and stimulate children through active learning in which they enjoy 

achieving and progressing 

 Uses phonics, reading and writing skills together to connect and support each 

of these aspects  

 Encourages consistency of teaching and learning across the school in this 

area  

 Accelerates children’s literacy learning leading to improvements in attainment, 

both in relation to the Phonics Screening Check in Year 1 and throughout the 

school. 

Implementation - How do we teach it? 

A daily phonics lesson is timetabled for children to practise skills needed for reading 

and writing. The children are grouped according to their knowledge of the 

graphemes and phonemes in the English language and their reading ability. 

Speed sound sessions 

Children will learn between 2-3 sounds a week. They will say the sounds using pure 

sounds and will review previously taught sounds. Children will use 3 strategies to 

read new words; ‘Spot the Special Friends, Fred Talk, Read the word’. The children 

will have the opportunity to become speedy reader by reading words as quickly as 
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possible with ‘Fred Talk in your head’. Children will use Fred Fingers to help the spell 

words; they will count the sounds, pinch the sounds and write the sounds.  

Reading sessions 

Accuracy is developed through: 

 Reading new sounds and previously taught sounds 

 Sounding out the names of characters and unfamiliar words  

 Understanding the meaning of new words  

 Reading the story  

Fluency is developed through: 

 Reading the words in the story speedily  

 Teaching the story, ‘jumping in’ when the teacher allows  

 Reading the story with increased speed  

Comprehension is developed through: 

 Predicting the outcomes after listening to story introduction 

 Discussing and comparing key moments in the story  

 Reading the story with a storyteller’s voice  

 Answering questions about the story.  

 Asking questions related to the reading VIPERS.  

How do we provide feedback? 

Our phonics teachers provide in the moment feedback to address misconceptions 

that may arise in sound pronunciation, reading or letter formation. Children work 

together to check spellings of words and use purple pens to correct any mistakes. 

During reading activities teachers listen to and model good reading practice; this is 

praised during lesson time. 

How do we assess it? 

Children are assessed every six weeks in school on their grapheme-phoneme 

correspondences and their reading of the text. This is to ensure that the phonics 

group that they are in, is closely matched with their phonic knowledge. On-going 

assessments are also used to identify children that may need additional support. 

When pupils are successful at completing the final Read Write Inc Phonics 

assessment, they will then progress to Read Write Inc Spellings. Our aim is to 

ensure that children progress in-line with the National Curriculum expectations. 
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Teaching of Mathematics  

Intent – What is the intent for our teaching of mathematics? 

Our intent for the teaching of mathematics is to develop pupils’ confidence and self-

esteem in mathematics using a mastery approach. We ensure children have 

opportunities to build on their ‘number sense’ that is developed in the Early Years 

setting. It is our intention that children develop a mastery of mathematics using a 

clear CPA approach for all pupils. Children have the opportunity to develop their 

mathematical understanding and then apply this through use of a spiral curriculum. 

All pupils have equal access to mathematical content with varying levels of support, 

concrete materials and outcomes.  

Implementation - How do we teach it? 

At Perton Primary Academy, we use ‘Firm Foundations’ in the EYFS setting to 

embed early number sense. We have adopted ‘Inspire Maths’ from Year 1 and are 

promoting a ‘Singapore Approach’ to teaching mathematics.   

Teaching Pathway: 

1) Let’s Learn – building firm foundations.   

• Illustrates CPA in pupil textbooks   

• Careful questioning to support using concrete apparatus.   

• Whole Class  

• Mixed ability pairs  

• Use of mathematical talk to explore & develop reasoning.   

  

2) Guided Practice – to develop understanding.   

• Help children develop a deep understanding.   

• Develop mathematical language & reasoning through mixed ability 

collaborative pairs.   

• Check understanding by observing children’s use of concrete apparatus and 

listening to discussions.   

• Teacher can guide those needing extra support immediately.   

  

3) Let's Explore! and Games – to investigate and apply learning.   

• Small group or paired collaboration.   

• Reinforces key skills, concepts & problem-solving strategies leading to 

mastery.   

• Let’s Explore! encourages children to investigate connections through 

mathematical reasoning.   

• Meaningful discussion and conversation develop mathematical language.   
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4) Maths Journal – to reflect  

• Valuable assessment tool for teacher & child, shows progress over time.   

• Opportunities for children to discuss their thinking with each other, parents or 

teachers, helping to establish next steps and giving sense of achievement.   

  

5) Put on Your Thinking Caps! – to challenge  

• Asks children to draw on their prior knowledge as well as newly learned 

concepts.   

• Children use problem solving strategies and critical thinking skills.   

• Opportunities to assess whether children have developed a deep 

understanding of a concept by listening to their explanations of their 

mathematical thinking and looking at how they model the problem.   

  

6) Home Maths – to encourage mathematics 

conversations   

 Helps involve parents in mathematical learning.   

 Helps children see maths in the world around them.   

  

7) Practice Books – to develop fluency & consolidate   

• Challenge practice & problem-solving activities to develop critical thinking 

skills.   Reviews – after every two or three units to enforce learning.   

• Revisions to draw from a range of preceding topics, concepts and strands for 

more compete consolidation.   

  

8) Assessment books – to demonstrate evidence of children working at 

Greater Depth.  

 Provides children with non-routine questions and problems to solve.  

 Can be used within lessons for children to access mastery with greater depth.  

 

 How do we provide feedback? 

During Inspire Maths, teachers have the opportunity during ‘guided practice’ to 

provide ongoing feedback pupils and assess their readiness for the next stage of 

learning. We use pink & green highlighters as a visual reference for pupils. Staff 

indicate when they have supported pupils using T / TA. Verbal feedback is indicated 

with a V symbol.  

How do we assess it? 

Pupils in Y2-4 complete Cornerstones Assessments in Autumn, Spring and Summer. 
Y1 access these from Spring and Summer term. Analysis grids from each 
assessment paper are completed to show an overview of the areas of maths that are 
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secure. Analysis grids are also submitted to Cornerstones. Whilst these 
assessments show a standardised score, these papers do not support a mastery 
approach.  
Teacher further assess the needs of pupils using TOBANS a test of basic arithmetic 
and numeracy skills. Y1 complete dot comparison, digit comparison and dot counting 
three times over the year. Y2 complete these three elements along with the addition 
and subtraction sections. Y3 & Y4 complete all aspects including addition and 
subtraction with regrouping and multiplication.  
The use of these assessments inform teacher assessment which is recorded in 
Autumn, Spring and Summer on detailed Cornerstones assessment sheets. 
Assessments are reported as ‘below, borderline, just within, within, greater depth 
and above’.  
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Teaching of Science 

Intent – What is the intent for our teaching of science? 

At Perton Primary Academy, we believe that teaching and learning in Science should 

excite and stimulate children’s natural curiosity. We aim to increase pupils’ 

knowledge and understanding of the world around us through, encourage respect for 

living organisms and the physical environment, instil scientific enquiry through 

practical investigations and provide opportunities for critical evaluation and analysis 

of evidence. 

 In conjunction with the National Curriculum, our Science teachings aims to: 

 Develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the 

specific disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

 Develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of Science 

through different types of science enquiries that help them to answer scientific 

questions about the world around them. 

 Be equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses 

and implications of Science, today and for the future. 

 Develop the essential scientific enquiry skills to deepen their scientific 

knowledge. 

 Use a range of methods to communicate their scientific information and 

present it in a systematic, scientific manner, including I.C.T., diagrams, graphs 

and charts. 

 Develop a respect for the materials and equipment they handle with regard to 

their own, and other children’s safety. 

 Develop an enthusiasm and enjoyment of scientific learning and discovery. 

 The National Curriculum will provide a structure and skill development for the 

science curriculum being taught throughout the school, which is linked, where 

possible to the themed topics on Cornerstones to provide a creative scheme of work, 

which reflects a balanced programme of study. 

  

 Implementation - How do we teach it? 

At Perton Primary Academy teachers create a positive attitude to science learning 

within their classrooms and reinforce an expectation that all children are capable of 

achieving high standards in science.  

 Science is taught for one hour a week. The strands of the National Curriculum 

are taught throughout our Topics (Linked where possible). For Topics that 

don’t link to a Science strand, the strand is taught discretely to ensure 
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coverage of the National Curriculum and allowing learners opportunity for a 

greater depth of knowledge. 

 Through our planning, we involve problem solving opportunities that allow 

children to find out for themselves. Children are encouraged to ask their own 

questions and be given opportunities to use their scientific skills and research 

to discover the answers. This curiosity is celebrated within the classroom. 

Planning involves teachers creating engaging lessons, often involving 

resources to aid understanding of conceptual knowledge. Teachers use 

precise questioning in class to test conceptual knowledge and skills, and 

assess children regularly to identify those children with gaps in learning, so 

that all children keep up. What If questions used and next steps to probe and 

deepen understanding. 

 We build upon the learning and skill development of the previous years. As 

the children’s knowledge and understanding increases, and they become 

more proficient in selecting, using scientific equipment, collating and 

interpreting results, they become increasingly confident in their growing ability 

to come to conclusions based on real evidence. 

 Working Scientifically skills and vocabulary are embedded into lessons to 

ensure these skills are being developed throughout the children’s school 

career and new vocabulary and challenging concepts are introduced through 

direct teaching. This is developed through the years, in-keeping with the 

topics. 

 Teachers demonstrate how to use scientific equipment, and the various 

Working Scientifically skills in order to embed scientific understanding.  

  

How do we provide feedback? 

‘In the moment’ feedback is provided during lessons to address misconceptions as 

they arise. We use pink & green highlighters as a visual reference for pupils for 

predictions, conclusions and misconceptions of scientific knowledge.  A pupil’s 

response is shown via purple pen. Staff indicate when they have supported pupils 

using T / TA. Verbal feedback is indicated with a V symbol. What if sticker are used 

to probe and deepen understanding (Minimum three a half term) 

How do we assess it? 

Science is assessed through teacher assessment of the knowledge and skills 

acquired in lessons in line with the 2014 National Curriculum. Termly Headstart 

Science assessments are completed to support teacher assessment. Teacher 

assessments are input termly on Cornerstones, which are evaluated by the subject 

leader. Assessments are then used to inform future planning. 
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Teaching of Physical Education  

Intent – What is the intent for our teaching of PE?  

At Perton we recognise the importance PE plays in the curriculum and are 

committed to providing all children with opportunities to engage fully in Physical 

Education (PE). PE should provide opportunities for all pupils to become physically 

literate and confident in a way which also supports their health and fitness. Children 

should acquire not only physical skills, knowledge and understanding, but also the 

awareness and importance of leading healthy, active lives as well as the values of 

sportsmanship, fairness and respect through the sports and activities they 

undertake. 

 

Implementation - How do we teach it? 

We recognise that participation in PE and Physical Activities contains an element of 

risk. Staff are responsible for ensuring that they are familiar with safe practice to 

reduce the element of risk to the absolute minimum within their control.   

 Staff are aware of pupils who have special needs with regards to physical 

activity and make special provision for needs where appropriate e.g. physical 

disability, asthma 

 Staff know about the safe practices involved in moving and using apparatus 

 Pupils wear appropriate clothing, remove jewellery and tie back long hair.  If 

the removal of jewellery or studs is not possible they should be securely taped 

and the teacher is confident this strategy is effective. Our School provides a 

PE kit for all children and does not discriminate based on gender, race, 

disability, sexual orientation or belief.  

 Pupils may be asked to remove shoes when participating in indoor activities 

such as gymnastics. 

 Correct use of equipment is taught along with any potential hazards, including 

completing a risk assessment for each area/ space that PE and school sport 

takes place in. 

 Equipment and apparatus is stored safely at the end of each lesson.   

 Pupils are taught to consider their own safety and that of others at all times.   

 School shoes are not permitted to be worn for PE. 

The Power of PE programme is followed, this covers the National Curriculum 

Programmes of Study in PE as stipulated in the PE National Curriculum 2014 

document. Pupils develop physical skills, knowledge and understanding as well as 

learn about fitness, cooperation and fair play.  



Perton Primary Academy 

Approved by: PPA LAC Issue date: 1.1.22 Review date: 1.9.23 

Written by: K Willis / Subject Leads Policy Title: Curriculum Policy  

Audience: 
Staff                              Students                 Local Academy Council    

Parents                 General Public   

 

 

 

How do we provide feedback? 

During PE lessons, teachers have the opportunity to use ‘in the moment’ feedback to 

address any misconceptions and allow learners to correct and develop their skills. 

  

How do we assess it? 

Assessment of children's learning in PE is an ongoing monitoring of children's 

understanding, knowledge and skills by the class teacher throughout lessons. This 

assessment is then used to inform the support and challenge required by the 

children. Teacher Assessments are completed termly on Cornerstones. 

  

PE is also monitored by the subject leader throughout the year in the form of 

monitoring Class Dojo, looking at outcomes and pupil interviews to discuss their 

learning and understanding and establish the impact of the teaching taking place. 
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Teaching of Computing  

Intent – What is the intent for our teaching of computing? 

At Perton Primary Academy our intent is to provide high-quality computing education 

equipping pupils to use computational thinking and creativity to understand and use 

existing and future technology in an everchanging digital world. Computing has deep 

links with mathematics, science, and design and technology, and provides insights 

into both natural and artificial systems. The core of computing is computer science, 

in which pupils are taught the principles of information and computation, how digital 

systems work, and how to put this knowledge to use through programming. Building 

on this knowledge and understanding, pupils are equipped to use information 

technology to create programs, systems and a range of content through different 

applications and software. We also aim to ensure that pupils become digitally 

literate – able to use, and express themselves and develop their ideas through, 

information and communication technology – at a level suitable for the future 

workplace and as active participants in a digital world.  

Aims 

The national curriculum for computing aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 Can understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of 

computer science, including logic, algorithms and data representation. 

 Can analyse problems in computational terms and have repeated practical 

experience of writing computer programs in order to solve such problems. 

 Can evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar 

technologies, analytically to solve problems 

 Are responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and 

communication technology 

Implementation - How do we teach it? 

ENGAGE – We engage our children throughout the teaching of computing by 

exposing them to different applications and software on a range of devices. 

DEVELOP – We develop the skills that children need to be successful in computing 

by building on their prior knowledge of applications and software in different year 

groups and progressing them through embedding new vocabulary and processes. 

INNOVATE – We innovate the skills that children have learnt by providing different 

independent and group tasks to complete based around different criteria. 

EXPRESS – We provide children with opportunities to express the knowledge that 

they have learnt through allowing freedom to explore the and utilise their skills 
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through end of unit presentations, multimedia challenges and Lego Wedo coding 

challenges. 

  

At Perton Primary Academy our Cornerstones curriculum underpins Computing as a 

cross-curricular subject and it is present throughout each of our Topics covering the 

National Curriculum and ensuring progression throughout the school. Each Year 

group has a 1-hour session with the different hardware available (Laptops, 

chromebooks and IPADs are used for learners to experience different devices). This 

also broadens the software they are exposed to for different purposes e.g., Microsoft 

packages including, word, PowerPoint, publisher, along with different Applications 

such as Keynote, pic collage, iMovie and Scratch. The software enables children to 

be taught effective computing skills for life in word processing and data input 

alongside more specific skills in coding and programming.  Each child has access to 

the internet and is taught how to use it appropriately and safely alongside how 

search engines and websites operate.  Internet safety is taught regularly at an age-

appropriate level and forms the basis of all Computing learning and is underpinned 

by our Acceptable use policy.  

Lego WeDo is also utilised termly for each year group to bolster knowledge and 

understanding of coding in a practical manner, teaching the fundamentals of 

programming and debugging algorithms. 

How do we provide feedback? 

During computing lessons, teachers have the opportunity to use ‘in the moment’ 

feedback to address any misconceptions and allow learners to correct and develop 

when using different applications and software.  

How do we assess it? 

At Perton Primary Academy we use Teacher assessment on Cornerstones based on 

the coverage of each class based on the 2014 National Curriculum objectives. This 

helps to define the children’s understanding and inform teachers planning. 

Assessments are monitored termly by the Computing co-ordinator. 
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Teaching of PSHE  

Intent – What is the intent for our teaching of PSHE? 

Our PSHE education follows the PSHE Association programme which promotes our 

school ethos and is underpinned by the school values of ‘Proud, Enthusiastic, 

Respectful, Thoughtful, Open-minded and Nurturing’. We believe that PSHE should 

enable children to become healthier, more independent and more responsible 

members of society. We encourage our children to play a positive role in contributing 

to the life of the school and the wider community. In so doing, we help develop their 

sense of self-worth. We teach them how society is organised and governed. We 

ensure that the children experience the process of democracy through the election of 

class representatives, who make up the ‘Academy Ambassadors’. They are 

encouraged to voice their views, ideas and opinions through this process, thus 

making a positive contribution to the school community. Through planned lessons 

the pupils find out about the main political and social institutions that affect their lives 

and about their responsibilities, rights and duties as individuals and members of 

communities. We teach children both about their rights and about their 

responsibilities. They learn to appreciate what it means to be a positive member of a 

diverse and multicultural society. 

Implementation - How do we teach it? 

Establishing a safe, open and positive learning environment based on trusting 

relationships between all members of the class, adults and children alike, is vital. We 

will create a safe and supportive learning environment by enabling each class to 

establish ‘ground rules’ that are agreed at the beginning of the year and are 

reinforced in every PSHE lesson. Ideally, teachers and children will devise their own 

‘ground rules’ at the beginning of the year so that they have ownership of them. 

These will need to include the aspects below:  

 We take turns to speak 

 We use kind and positive words 

 We listen to each other in a supportive manner  

 We have the right to pass  

 We respect each other’s privacy (confidentiality) 

 

The programme will be taught through a range of teaching methods, including class 

discussions, sharing of own life experiences, whole school assemblies, school 

council, outside agencies. We will ensure the curriculum is broad and balanced by 

using whole class ‘big’ books and ILP books that communicate prior learning as 

children move classes throughout KS1 and KS2. 
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How do we provide feedback? 

Staff provide feedback straight away to children so that it is 'in the moment’ and 

purposeful for the children. This allows misconceptions to be addressed straight 

away as well as children being praised for excellent work. 

 

 How do we assess it? 

During lessons, teachers use questioning to assess children’s ideas, skills, 

knowledge and evaluation. This assessment is then used to inform the support and 

challenge required by the children. Teacher Assessments are completed termly on 

Cornerstones. 

  

PSHE is also monitored by the subject leader throughout the year in the form of book 

monitoring, looking at outcomes and pupil interviews to discuss their learning and 

understanding and establish the impact of the teaching taking place. 
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Teaching of Art 

Intent – What is the intent for our teaching of Art? 

Art forms a valuable and meaningful part of the broad and balanced curriculum at 

Perton Primary Academy. Art lessons enable pupils to express themselves, develop 

the school values through their learning and buoy their personal wellbeing. 

Implementation - How do we teach it? 

Pupils are given the chance to explore materials and techniques, recording their 

investigations and findings in their own sketchbook which is an individual record of 

their explorations.  

They are engaged in topic-themed work through Cornerstones, where teachers 

adapt and extend lessons to allow time for researching artists and techniques, 

exploring materials, planning their work and evaluating their own and other’s pieces. 

The children are provided with one whole-school Art Installation event, one visit from 

an artist or craftsperson from the local community and one lesson looking at an Art 

Museum through Google Arts and Culture per academic year. 

The school values are strongly embedded in the teaching of Art and teachers use 

Dojo to reward these characteristics during lessons. Teachers model the values 

through discussions of work 

How do we provide feedback? 

Teachers will always provide specific verbal feedback during lessons. An exemplary 

piece of work will be critiqued together as a class during each topic. Feedback is 

also provided in the evaluate phase to help learners self-assess their own work and 

designs. 

How do we assess it? 

During lessons, teachers use questioning to assess children’s ideas, skills, 

knowledge and evaluation. This assessment is then used to inform the support and 

challenge required by the children. Teacher Assessments are completed termly on 

Cornerstones. 

  

Art is also monitored by the subject leader throughout the year in the form of book 

monitoring, looking at outcomes and pupil interviews to discuss their learning and 

understanding and establish the impact of the teaching taking place. 
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Teaching of D&T 

Intent – What is the intent for our teaching of D&T? 

Design and Technology prepares children to deal with tomorrow’s rapidly changing 

world. It encourages children to become independent, creative problem solvers and 

thinkers as individuals and part of a team. It enables them to identify needs and 

opportunities and to respond to them by developing a range of ideas and by making 

products and systems. Through the study of Design and Technology, they combine 

practical skills with an understanding of aesthetic, social and environmental issues, 

as well as functions and industry. This allows them to reflect on and evaluate past 

and present technology, it's uses and impacts. 

At Perton Primary Academy, with our cross-curricular approach to learning through 

Cornerstones, our aim is to provide learners with the opportunities to take risks and 

be innovative in creating designs that are fit for purpose. Learners will be provided 

the opportunity to design, make, evaluate and be exposed to the relevant technical 

knowledge in line with the 2014 National Curriculum. This will be sone through a 

range of products and tasks in our Topics throughout the year. 

Implementation - How do we teach it? 

At Perton Primary Academy Design and Technology is taught in line with the 2014 

National Curriculum. During the EYFS pupils explore and use a variety of media and 

materials through a combination of child initiated and adult directed activities. During 

KS1 and KS2  learners engage in a variety of creative and practical activities. Learners 

are taught the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative 

process of designing and making, whilst working in a range of relevant contexts. 

Learners engage in various D & T projects as part of their Topics each term (At least one 

per term).  

At Perton Primary Academy we also provide the requirements of the National Curriculum 

for Food and Nutrition through Phunky Foods. Each Year group has one Phunky Foods 

recipe per term to provide broad and balanced opportunities for cooking. Progression 

throughout the year groups is provided by the different recipes, which build on prior 

knowledge and skills. 

How do we provide feedback? 

During Design and Technology lessons, teachers have the opportunity to use ‘in the 

moment’ feedback to address any misconceptions and provide instant feedback to 

learners in their design and make phase. Feedback is also provided in the evaluate 

phase to help learners self-assess their own work and designs. 
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How do we assess it? 

Assessment of children's learning in Design Technology is an ongoing monitoring of 

children's understanding, knowledge and skills by the class teacher throughout lessons. 

This assessment is then used to inform the support and challenge required by the 

children. Teacher Assessments are completed termly on Cornerstones. 

  

Design Technology is also monitored by the subject leader throughout the year in the 

form of book monitoring, looking at outcomes and pupil interviews to discuss their 

learning and understanding and establish the impact of the teaching taking place. 
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Teaching of Geography  

Intent – What is the intent for our teaching of Geography? 

At Perton Primary Academy, our aim is to equip our children with geographical skills 

and knowledge they can apply in real life contexts. We strive to stimulate their curiosity 

and fascination with the world and the people who inhabit it. Considering the impact 

humans have on the planet, promoting a development of social, moral and cultural 

understanding. We plan lessons to ensure our children have the excitement and 

enthusiasm to participate in lifelong learning and developing transferable skills.  

 

Through the teaching of geography, we aim to 

 stimulate pupils’ curiosity about their immediate surroundings and the wider 

world.  

 create and foster a sense of wonder about the world.  

 inspire a sense of responsibility for the environment and people of the world. 

 understand what it means to be a positive citizen in the world and demonstrate 

British values.   

 develop pupils’ competence in specific geographical skills including field 

studies and map work.  

 help pupils acquire and develop the skills and confidence to undertake 

investigation, problem solving and decision making within geography. 

 increase pupils’ knowledge of the changing world and promote understanding, 
concern and respect for the planet and its people. 

 

Implementation - How do we teach it? 

Geography is taught through Cornerstones using the knowledge rich and the 

imaginative learning projects. This ensures progression of skills and knowledge 

through the year groups from EYFS to year 4. Each project follows the same format: 

ENGAGE /Memorable experience. Initially the children take part in a memorable 

experience to ‘hook’ them into the subject matter. They begin their journey through 

introductory knowledge sessions to give them sound foundations. 

DEVELOP Geographical skills and knowledge are developed through a range of 

learning activities. 

INNOVATE At this stage, the children’s geographical knowledge and skills are 

revisited through challenges that reflect on their prior learning. 

EXPRESS Here they are assessed and their knowledge is put into practice. 

Opportunities for fieldwork are taken where possible in the locality including 

redeveloping links with local community groups like ‘Wild about Perton’.  
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Picture News gives additional opportunities to embed and enhance understanding 

especially of locations and environmental issues. All year groups use these 

resources at regular intervals throughout the term. 

 

How do we provide feedback? 

 Teachers use ‘in the moment’ opportunities to give feedback whether to a group or 

an individual during geography work. Misconceptions are addressed at this time. 

Working on the Innovate stage of the projects allows for additional feedback. 

  

How do we assess it? 

During the Express stage there is opportunity for assessment. Teachers assess 

using the 2014 National curriculum objectives for geography recording these on 

Cornerstones. Teacher assessment  is monitored termly by the geography subject 

lead. Throughout the year, the subject lead monitors geography through book looks, 

pupil voice and learning walks. 
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Teaching of RE 

Intent – What is the intent for our teaching of RE? 

At Perton Primary Academy, we are committed to the teaching of religious education 

to help prepare our children for the world. We encourage the children to understand 

how others practice their faith and ask questions because it is important to learn 

about religion but also from religion. We recognise the importance of R.E. in 

developing the spiritual, moral, social and cultural understanding of our children and 

the contribution it makes to other aspects of the school’s curriculum, values and 

ethos. 

At Perton Primary Academy through the teaching of RE we hope to 

• extend their knowledge and understanding of world faiths. 

• build on their previous learning. 

• develop spiritual, moral, social and cultural understanding through R.E. 

• encourage children to discuss, listen to and respect the opinions of others. 

• immerse the children in ‘Interfaith days’- eg Diwali.  

• make connections to the Fundamental British Values through Picture News.  

 

Implementation - How do we teach it? 

R.E is taught through Cornerstones using the Love to Celebrate projects. This 

ensures progression in knowledge through the year groups from EYFS to year 4. 

Each project follows the same format: 

ENGAGE /Memorable experience. Initially the children take part in a memorable 

experience to ‘hook’ them into the subject matter. They begin their journey through 

introductory knowledge sessions to give them sound foundations. 

DEVELOP Here R.E. knowledge is developed through a range of learning activities. 

Questioning is used to help developing understanding. 

INNOVATE At this stage, the children’s knowledge, understanding of vocabulary and 

skills are revisited through challenges that reflect on their prior learning. 

EXPRESS Here they are assessed and their knowledge is put into practice. 

Opportunities for interaction with different faith groups are being developed creating 

links with local faith groups like Perton Church and also staff knowledge in 

celebrations like Diwali. 
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Picture News gives additional opportunities to embed and enhance understanding of 

world issues. These sessions highlight the 5 Fundamental British Values through 

news items. All year groups use these resources at regular intervals throughout the 

term. 

 

How do we provide feedback? 

Teachers use ‘in the moment’ opportunities to give feedback and consider 

misconceptions whether for a group or an individual. Teacher’s take the opportunity 

to use class work in R.E. to encourage discussion allowing teachers to address 

misconceptions. Working on the Innovate stage of the projects allows for additional 

feedback. 

How do we assess it? 

During the Express stage there is an opportunity for assessment through evaluation 

question. Teacher assessment is monitored termly by the R.E. subject lead. 

Throughout the year, the subject lead monitors R.E through book looks, pupil voice 

and learning walks. 
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Teaching of History  

Intent – What is the intent for our teaching of history? 

At Perton Primary Academy, we aim for children to be fascinated by the past and 

willing to learn about the influential people and events that shaped the world we live 

in today. We strive for our learning to be purposeful and focus on how historians 

learn about the past as well as looking at the events that have happened. Teachers 

ensure their lessons are planned to engage children’s curiosity so children can get 

the most out of their learning. We want our children to be able to reflect on past 

events and form their own opinions about how and why the world has changed so 

that they can grow into respectful individuals who consider the actions they take.  

Implementation - How do we teach it? 

History is taught through Cornerstones using the knowledge rich and the imaginative 

learning projects. This ensures progression of skills and knowledge through the year 

groups from EYFS, who follow Understating the World framework for History, to year 

4. Each project follows the same format: 

ENGAGE /Memorable experience. Initially the children take part in a memorable 

experience to ‘hook’ them into the subject matter. They begin their journey through 

introductory knowledge sessions to give them sound foundations. 

DEVELOP Historical skills and knowledge are developed through a range of learning 

activities. 

INNOVATE At this stage, the children’s historical knowledge and skills are revisited 

through challenges that reflect on their prior learning. 

EXPRESS Here they are assessed and their knowledge is put into practice. 

Opportunities for History driven trips are taken where possible in the topics that suit 

the history learning aims the most.  

The use of the school timeline allows for children’s work to be celebrated and shared 

within the whole school. Children are encouraged to read about what other year 

groups have been learning about and look back to remember what they learnt the 

previous year. This provides constant exposure so children have the knowledge and 

skills they have learnt fresh in their minds, ensuring they are ready to progress in 

these skills and build on their prior knowledge to make them excellent historians. 

 

How do we provide feedback? 
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Staff provide feedback straight away to children so that it is 'in the moment’ and 

purposeful for the children. This allows misconceptions to be addressed straight 

away as well as children being praised for excellent work.  

How do we assess it? 

After each History lesson is taught, staff assess the children’s learning through the 

cornerstones assessment tool. This shows the objectives taught for that lesson, 

alongside the skills, and any additional objectives that staff may have covered when 

adapting the lessons to suit the children. It allows us to select of children have 

attained, partially attained, not attained or not been taught this lesson. At the end of 

every term, staff can then see how many objectives their class have attained to 

inform their teacher judgement for where the children are in this subject. Staff select 

if children are working at, towards or below for the History lead to monitor and 

provide support if needed.  
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Teaching of Music 

Intent – What is the intent for our teaching of music? 

Everyone is a musician at Perton Primary Academy. Our music curriculum is 

accessible for all and inspires a love of music within our pupils. Through music, we 

promote our school values by: 

 providing opportunities for children to be proud of their musical performances; 

 providing new situations and skills for children to be enthusiastic about; 

 encouraging children to show respect when listening to others perform; 

 supporting children to make thoughtful creative choices when composing 

music; 

 encouraging children to be open-minded when learning new skills and 

developing self-confidence, and  

 promoting opportunities for children to nurture collaborative skills when 

working and performing with their peers.  

Implementation - How do we teach it? 

Music is delivered through Collins’ Music Express, a cross-curricular, progressive 

scheme of work that integrates singing, playing, listening and composing. At Perton 

Primary Academy, we take a topic-based approach to learning, so music is developed 

whilst exploring different topics and is linked with other curriculum subjects.  

Music is taught for at least 30 minutes each week. For one term of each year, children 

also receive specialist music teaching by Rock It Music. These practical sessions are 

delivered by a specialist tutor for 30 minutes each week. Throughout the academic 

year, children will also learn songs for celebration performances, such as Harvest, 

Christmas and Easter.  

How do we provide feedback? 

Teachers provide specific, verbal feedback during music lessons. This creates the 

opportunity for a constructive dialogue between teachers and students to ensure that 

children understand their feedback and the actions they must take to improve.  

How do we assess it? 

Music assessment is completed after each session on Cornerstones Maestro. Here, 

the class teacher makes a judgement as to whether each individual child has attained, 

partially attained or not attained the objectives and skills taught.  This gives an overall 

understanding of each pupils’ attainment against each music objective. Data is then 

analysed by the music coordinator on a termly basis. 
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